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Emerging Goal for Mghanistan:
Weaken, Not Vanquish, TaIiban
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McDonnell Wide
Lead Over Deed~
Poll Finds Voters Are Looking at Stal
On Issues, Tone of Ads in Govcrnor'~
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McDonneU's 2Q.year-ol(
thesis are turning voters

Much of the movemen
month has come in NO!

Republic..an Robert F. McDonnell gioia, where Deeds's 17
has taken a commanding lead over has been whittled si,
R. Creigh Deeds in lhe race for gov- even in the area's left·lea
ernor of Virginia as momentum lhe suburbs.
Democrat had built with an The poll indicat

attack on his opponent's con- ~IIGOP is well,pusl

~rvative SOt..;aJ views has emphatically end

dissipated, according to a I Democratic winninew Washington Post poll. _ wilh Republicans I
McDonnell leads 53 to 44 •• ~ and Ken Cuccinelli

percent among likely voters, ing identica149 to'
expanding on the four-point lead he leads over Democrats J04
held in mid-September. Deeds's ad· and Steve Shannon for
vantage with female voters has all governor and attorney ge
but disappeared, and McDonnell The survey rel1a'ts th
has grown his already w;de margin the campaign over rece
among independents. Deeds, a After being on the dden
state senator from western Vir· his thesis was published
ginia, is w;dely seen by voters as gust, ~fcDonneU has /)e,
running a negative campaign, a retake momentum by fo
finding that might indicate that his ------
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Despite Stimulus Successes, More Action So

WJlite HQuse Faces
Pressure on Jobs

• Results a warning for Democrats running in 2011
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Eight months after enacting a
massive economic stimulus package,
the Obama administration is facing
rising pressure from some congres­
sional Democrats to move more ag­
gressively to jump-start the mori·
bund job market and try to spur a
hou...•ing recovery.

For the lawmakm, the imper·
ative is clear. to gel the job rnarkrl
back on track before midterm con­

gres..••ional elections in November
2010. While mainstream economists
credit the $787 billion stimulus

package pasoed in February for help­
ing stal>ilize the economy, the un­
employment rate reached 9.8 per·
cent in September and is widely fore­
cast to keep rising in the coming
months.

But the White House, which is

juggling priorities - including a
hea1th-care overhaul. big changes to
financial regulation and a proposal

Q• If rhe election [fOf VirgInia's governor] were being held today, for whom• you vote?

(Among lJJ<.elyvoters, Numbers might not ~dd up bec.JUse of rau

McChrystal Asked
To Delay Briefing
The top commander has
postponed a Washington
trip because strate9Y
talks have taken longer
than anticipated, A4

Marines in Helmand province. About
68,000 American troops are set 10
be in Afghanistan by year's end.

"TIle Taliban i. a deeply rooted
political movement in Afghani·
stan, so that requires a different
approach than al-Qaeda," said a
senior administration official who

has participated in the meetings
but has not advocated a particular
strategy.

Some inside the White House
have cited HezboUah, the armed
Lebanese political mov~ment, as
an example of what the Taliban
couJd become. Hezbollah is con­

sidered a terrorist organization by
the U.S. government, but the
group'has political support within
Lebanon and participates. some­
times through intimidation, in the
political process.
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Since it opened in 1958, Ben's Chili Bowl has grown into a D,C. institution beloyed 'or its tylf.-smokes, chili .and
convivial atmosphere. Mr. AUcrealM an enduring U Street empire. frequentM by dlgn;u,;es and daily ~trons.

He Added Spice to Our Lives

of the most enduring institutions of
Washington, a place where families
meet after church and where night

U ~e rest of the world sees .~.,..' ': .... ,"- • owls come to talk, flirt and, not
Washmgton as a place of large - )' • .,.,., I" least, eat.
monwnents and gleaming public ~~:J!••... ':J.i The landmark eatery opened

buildings. many oflhe people who ~' ~ ~".-.Ii - when U Street was the city's glitter·

actually live in the dty build their ing "Black Broadway: a strip of
lives around smaller, more hum· nightclubs and theaters that ca·
ble institutions. For them, one of __ tere<! to Washington's black middle
the most important addresses in I't'Io«tWlWUIAll$Oll-Ttt"WA'>tIIIGfOllPOSI class and helped define the city's
town is Bcn':t Chili Bowl. a simple Mr, Ali's chili has been ranked pulse and taste. It became a stead-
diner famous for its down-home the best in Americ.1. fast symbol of Washington's perse-
menu oi chili. haIf-smokes and verance through good times and
fries. bad, feeding the dignitaries who came to Washing-

Ben AlL who founded the rest;ul~nt in 1Q~ '1n.t tl\" "" •••••11..•••• ~_ ••• .1: .1_11. __nL ".L •..•.• ' •

Chili Bowl' Founder Satisfied Craving for Food, Friendship

top U.S. commander in Afghani­
stan, and six hours of debate
among the senior national security
staff members so far, the adminis­
tration has established guidelines
on its strategy to confront the
group.

The goal, senior administration
oificiah> said Thursday, is to weak­
en the Taliban to the degree that it
cannot chaUenge the Afghan gov·
ernment or reestablish the haven

it provided for al-Qaeda before the
2001 U.s. invasion. Those objec·
tives appear largely consistent
with McChrystaI's strategy, which
he says "cannot be focused on seiz·
ing terrain or destroying insur·
gent forces" but should center on
persuading the population to sup­
port the government.

By SCOIT \t'ILSON
Wa.s/ungron Post S,aff I&:"ntt'r

As it reviews its Afghanistan
policy for the second time this
year, the Obama administration
has concluded that the TaIiban

cannot be eliminated as a political
or military movement, regardless
of how many combat forces are
St"nl into battle.

The Taliban and the question of
how the administration should re­

gard lhe lslamist movement have
assumed a central plac~ in th~ pol­
icy deliberations underway at the
White House, according to admin­
istration officials participating in
the me-etings.

Based on a stark as..<o;essmentby
Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal, the

HattIe in New Jersey
Illustrates Problems

ByAMYWLDSnlN
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Health -Care

Tug of War
Puts Patients
In the Middle

BAYONNE, N.!. - One Febru­
ary morning, a courier arrived at
the front desk of Bayonne Medical
Center, trying to get to a patient's
bedside. His mission: to deliver a

letter from New J~rsey's dominant
health insurer warning that the pa­
tient would face a huge hospital bill
if he did not leave right away.

Hospital security guards
stopped the courier - and 13 oth­
ers who came soon after - before
tMy n"ached patients' rooms. But
then came the faxes and, after that,
the letters mailed to patients' doc­
tors and homes. Told that her

health plan would not pay for her to
,tay in the hospital, a 35-year-old
social worker named Lisa with a se­

vere lung infection was so un­
nerved that, tethered to an IV pole
dripping antibiotics into her arm,
she began to pack her gym bag be­
fore a staff member coaxed her
back inro bed.

The hardball tactics b<ing used
to pry patients from their sickbeds
illustrate lhe colliding financial in·
terests that pervade U.S. health
care. It is a tug of war over where
patients are treated, who decides
how much care they receive and ­
fundamentally - which parts of
the heallh-care industry gain or
lose when people bt.-come ill.

The battle playing out in Bay­
onne has particular relevance as
Congress tries to rewrite the rules
that govern health care nationwide
- with hospitals, insurers, doctors
and other stakeholders descendinR"
on upitol Hill to angle for advan·
tage. The bills before the House
and the Senate would shift the sys­
tem's balance of power that has
evolved over decades - a balance

at the core of the dispute here.
Yet the fight over hospital pa.

tients in this working-class enclave
also hints at the limits of what fed­

eral health-care changes would ac·
complish; none of the bills would
legislate away the spt:cific business
practit.:es that have escalated into a
full-scale brawl between the city's
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Battle in Bayonne Illustrates Competing Financial Interests in System
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profit company - a claim thaI Bell
call, -simply hogw>.sh:

Amid the attacks and counteral·
ucb, said Jon Glaudemans.. senior.
vice president for consultants Aval­
.re Health. who sludied h.alth
car. in New Jersey, i, dY'iunclion
in the medical marketplace that
COngr ••• ·' proposals would nol
fix.

711" a game of chess thallurned
into a game of chicken." he said.
"and the patients are in the mid­
dle:

ed its contract with Horiwn, it no

longer needs to follow the rules be­
tween the insurer and its custom­
.rs.

In July, Bayonne sued Horizon,
accusing it of "illegal intimidation.
harassmen~ thr.ats and fraud"

against patients and doctors. and
of paying the hospit.al a fraction of
what it owes. And it alleges that
Horizon is Irying to "illegitimalely
... enhance its Wall Streel value"
at a time when it has asked state

regulators to let it convert to a for-

GREAT VALUES FOR OVER

have promised Ihey will not ask pa·
tients to pay more than their health
plans cover.

Horizon sued the hospital in
May, accusing it of "slick and fraud·
ulent tactics" to submit "phony, in­
flaled bills: Horizon conl.nds the
hospital has more than doubled its
charges to rales far higher than
those of nearby hospitals. Bayonne
denies doing so. Horizon also alleg­
es it is ill.gal for Bayonne 10 drop
patients' c<>-payments. although
Bayonne says that having rescind·

responsibility to encourage pa­
tienls to avoid needless expenses
at out-of·network institutions.

Bayonne administrators counter
that Horizon is falsely telling pa·
tients they could he stuck with
f'I1onnous bills; hospital official~

Horizon officials said Ihey could
nol diKUSS Lisa's case without her
pennission, which she declined to
give. But in general. they said, net.
works' discounled rales help the in·
surance industry control medical
spending. They hav •• th.y said, a

HfALTIi CARE. From PagtAl

only hospit.al and New Jersey's
largesl health insurer. Horizon
Blue Cross Blue Shield. Lawsuits
are flying in both directions. each
side accusing the other of fraud,
greed and underhanded hehavior
that banns consumers and increu­
es medical costs. Bayonne accuses
Horizon of hara •• ing palients and
nol paying its bills. Horizon accus­

es Bayonne of price-gnuging and
inlerfering with its health plans.

Such a sharp clash of self·inter.
ests is evidence thaI Pr.sident

Obama may have heen naive in sug·
gesting early on thaI health care's
stakeholders are now willing to sel
aside rivalries thaI have thwarted
previous attempts at relonn •. said
Uwe E. Reinhard~ a health econo­

mist at Princeton University who
led a state commission on New Jer.
sey's shaky hospit.al finances. "!t's
no dilferent from Iraq with all the
dilferent lrihos .... 'How does it af·
fect the money flow to my interest
group?' " he said. "They are all sit·
ling in the woods with their ma·
chine guns. w>.iling to shoal"

In such a lense climale, Bayonne
has become virtually the only hos­
pit.al in the country thaI has with­
drawn in protest from the "provid.
er networks- of every major in.
surer. ahandoning a tradeoff that
has becnme a slaple of the health­
car. sY'tem: Hospit.als agree to he
paid lower rates in .xchange for
knowing that insurers will steer pa.
tients to their beds. Bayonne is not,
however. the only hospit.al at odds
with Horizon. Four others have
pulled out Horizon's network or
are close to leaving.

When Daniel A. Kane arrived as
Bayonne Medical Cenl.r·, chief ex·
ecutive the winter of 2007. it was
losing S1.5 million or more month.
ly and leelering on the edge of col.
lapse. For more than a century, it
had heen a fixture in thi, blue­
collar community at the tip of a
peninsula in Newark Bay.

There was no choice, Kane con­
cluded. but to fil. for bankruptcy
protection and find new owners.
Kane and a crew of consultants
scoured the country and enlisted
investors who wanted to convert

Bayonne into a for'profil hospit.al.
one of two in the stare.

'"This place was messed up every
way: said Brent Martin, a consul.
lant broughl in to' help turn il
around. To buy equipmenl and im.
prove care, the new owners said.
they needed 10 cut costs and bring
in more money. In seceding from
all of ita insurance networh _ •



roptcy - the haspiW's administra.
tors reasoned they could then
charge insurers higher rates. They
gambled that people in this rooted

corrununity would keep coming.
Even so, Kane said, dropping

out of Horizon, which covers near­
ly hall the state residents who are

insured. was "very tough."
Christy W. Bell, Horizon's sen.

ior vice president for health<are
management, said, '"1}rpically, we
try to avoid these disputes. It

. catches patients in the middle."
Kane portrayed it differently:
"When you are not in [Horizon's]
network ... they are going to teach
you a Jesson,"

Horizon mailed letters to
215,000 members and warned em,

players that, if people went to Bay·
anne, they risked big haspiW bills
and higher premiums.

It was Feb. 6, the first day Bay,
onne was out of Horizon's net­
work, that Neil Carroll, in charge
of the hospital's security, received a
caIl that the courier tor Homon
was at the front desk. Horizon offi.
cials said they sent letters to aU of
their 115 members admitted to

Bayonne from February to July,
'urging them to leave. They told
some patients that Horizon had de­
termined "your medical condition
is no longer acute" so it would not
pay for part of their stay. They told
some that. because the hospital
was outside the network, the pa.
tient must shoulder up to 30 per­
cent of the bill. They told others
that Horizon would not pay any­
thing, because the patient did not
need to be hospitalized in the first
place.

Lisa, the social worker, had ar­
rived at Bayonne Medical Center
by ambulance, wheezing, with a
103-degree fever. She was wheeled
upstairs to a haspiW bed. A few
days later, an elderly woman in the
next bed mentioned that Horizon
had stopped paying for patients to
be there. Still coughing and weak,
Lisa said, she called Horizon and a
customer service representative
gave her a choice: move to a hospi­
tal in' Jersey City, several miles
away, that was in Horizon's net­
work or pay for the rest of her care
on her own.

'"They sent me into a furious
panic," said Lisa, who spoke on the
condition that her last name not be
disclosed, saying she fears retalia·
tian by Horizon. A pulmanalagist
told her to stay. Still. she had her
gym hag packed when she buzzed
for a nurse, who called a case man.
ager, who told Lisa that Bayonne
had no intentiono! charging 'her
beyond what HoriZon was willing
to pay.

Lisa climbed back into bed.
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